
I N  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

C R E A T I N G  A  G U N  
SA F T Y  T E A M

A  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  A P P R O A C H



• Safety
• Prevention

Wh a t  it  is

• P o litic a l o r P a rtis a n
• 2nd  Ame ndme n t 

Wh a t  it  is  n o t



W H AT  W E  K N O W
N AT I O N A LY

1  I N  3  H O M E S
h a v e  a  g u n

3  O U T  O F  4  
C H I L D R E N
a g e s  5 - 1 4  k n o w  w h e r e  
t h e  g u n  i s  k e p t

l i v e  i n  a  h o m e  w i t h  a  
g u n  t h a t  i s  u n l o c k e d  
a n  l o a d e d

43
%

C H I L D R E N

Source: American Academy of Pediatrics 



W H AT  W E  K N O W
I N  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

C H I L D R E N

liv e  in  a  h o m e  w it h  a  
g u n  t h a t  is  u n lo c k e d  
a n d  lo a d e d  ( 6 2 % )

81,110C H I L D R E N

425 1 7  a n d  u n d e r  lo s t  t h e ir  
liv e s  t o  g u n  v io le n c e  
( 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 )

Source : Child Fa ta lity Task Force



NATIO NALLY

WHY IT MATTERS

Firearms are 
the 80%

of unintentional
deaths from a 
firearm  in 
children under 
the age of 15 
occur  in the 
home

Children  as  
young as  

years of age are 
strong enough to 
pull the trigger of 
a gun

8
Children a day die 
from firearms

another 

2nd
leading casue of 
death in children 
ages 0-19 

3
9

are injured

Source : Brady Campagin 



W H O

W H A T

D U R H A M  C O U N T Y  G U N  S A F E T Y  
T E AM H IS T O R Y

W H Y

W H E R E

Th e  Du r h a m  C o u n t y G u n  S a fe t y Te a m  w a s  
e s t a b lis h e d  in  1 9 9 9  b y t h e  Du r h a m  C o u n t y 
B o a r d  o f He a lt h  in  a  e ffo r t  t o  r e d u c e  g u n  
vio le n c e  in  t h e  c o m m u n it y

Me m b e r s h ip  in c lu d e s  a  w id e  a r r a y o f 
s t a k e h o ld e r s  in  t h e  c o m m u n it y

Ac t ivit ie s fo c u s o n  s a fe  s t o r a g e  in c lu d in g  t h e  
As k in g  S a ve s  Kid s  c a m p a ig n a n d  p r o vid in g  fr e e  
g u n lo c k s  in  t h e  c o m m u n it y 

Community events , hea lth  fa irs , c lin ics , ve te rans  
events , Dixie  Deer Clas s ic , s chools , Harley Davids on  
annual event, day cares , Head  S tart, Wild life  Shooter 
Banquet. PTAs , e tc .



"To r e d u c e  d e a t h  a n d  in ju r y  r e la t e d  t o  
fir e a r m s  t h r o u g h  b r o a d  b a s e d  a n d  

p r e v e n t iv e  s t r a t e g ie s t o  p r o m o t e  a  s a fe  
a n d  v io le n c e  fr e e  e n v ir o n m e n t  fo r o u r  

c h ild r e n "

MIS S IO N S TATEMENT

DURHAM CO UNTY G UN S AFETY TEAM 



• As k in g  S a ve s  Kid s  C a m p a ig n
• S a fe  s t o r a g e

E D U C A T I O N
P r o vid e  fr e e  g u n lo c k s  

I N T E R V E N T I O N

M A I N  C O M P O N E N T S  

S H A R E
Team members  ac t  
as l i ai son between

thei r  networks  
and  the team



S TA K E H O L D E R S

• Loca l Hea lth Depa rtment
• Department of Socia l Se rvice s (CPS)
• Law Enforceme nt
• Domes tic Violence Advoca te
• Hea lthca re Provide rs
• Youth Groups
• Jus tice Sys tem (ADA, DA)
• Injury Prevention Advoca te s
• Menta l Hea lth Outreach
• Suicide Prevention
• Vete rans
• Fa ith Based Groups /Le ade rs
• Community Outreach Groups
• Conce rned Citizens
• Wildlife /Hunting Organiza tions
• Hous ing Associa tions



A S K I N G  S AV E S  
KID S  C AMP AIG N

Th e  AS K Ca m p a ig n  is  a  
c o lla b o r a t io n  b e twe e n  th e  Br a d y  
Ce n te r  t o  P r e ve n t  Gu n  Vio le n c e  
a n d  th e Am e r ic a n  Ac a d e m y  o f 
P e d ia t r ic s

Th e  AS K c a m p a ig n e n c o u r a g e s  
p a r e n t s  t o  AS K a b o u t  fir e a r m s  in  
th e  h o m e s  wh e r e  th e ir  c h ild r e n  p la y  
o r  v is it

B a c k g r o u n d

Me s s a g e



G U N L O C K  G I V E  A W AY S



G E T T I N G  ST A R T E D



s t a k e h o ld e r s  in  yo u r  
c o m m u n it y

I D E N T I F Y
a  c o r e  g r o u p  o f 1 0  -1 5  

in d ivid u a ls  t o  in it ia l 
m e e t in g  

I N V I T E
B e s t  id e a s  c o m e  fr o m  

c o lla b o r a t io n

C O L L A B O R A T E

PRO CESS



ESTABLISH A TEAM

Engagement Activities RetentionEducation



Resources
Durham County Gun Safety Team
https://www.dcopublichealth.org/services/health-education/health-promotion-
and-wellness/gun-safety-program

North Carolina Violent Death Reporting System 
https://www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov

The ASK (Asking Saves Kids) Campaign
http://www.askingsaveskids.org

Project ChildSafe: National Shooting Sports Foundation (gunlocks)
http://projectchildsafe.org/safety/get-a-safety-kit

North Carolinians Against Gun Violence 
http://www.ncgv.org

Means Matters : Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/meansmatter

https://www.dcopublichealth.org/services/health-education/health-promotion-and-wellness/gun-safety-program
https://www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov/
http://www.askingsaveskids.org/
http://projectchildsafe.org/safety/get-a-safety-kit
http://www.ncgv.org/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/meansmatter


C O N T A C T

D O N N A  R O S S E R

Du rh a m  C o u n ty De p a rtm e n t o f P u b lic  
He a lth
4 1 4  E .  Ma in  S tre e t
Du rh a m ,  NC 2 7 7 0 1
(9 1 9 ) 5 6 0 -7 7 6 5
d ro s s e r@ d co n c .g ov
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