Firearm Injury and Death in North Carolina, 2021

Note: some data are provisional and subject to change

The rate of firearm injury death is higher in NC than across the US.
NC has experienced a greater increase in firearm deaths since 2019.
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Just over half (51%) of NC firearm deaths in 2021 were suicides, and 46% of were homicides.
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Child firearm deaths surpassed the number of child deaths from motor vehicle traffic (MVT) crashes

for the first time in NC in 2020 and remain the leading cause of child injury death in 2022* (provisionally).
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Firearm deaths are preventable. Mqre than_ 1.5 Million (42%) of NC adults have
a firearm in or around the home.
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Firearm deaths are just the tip of the iceberg

For every 1 firearm death, there were 2 emergency department (ED) visits coded for firearm injury in NC.

NC-FASTER (Firearm Injury Surveillance Through Emergency Rooms) provides surveillance data in near-real time on ED
visits for nonfatal firearm injuries based on diagnosis codes and free-text chief complaint information.

2023* Firearm injury ED visits increased in July, though trends are similar to previous years.
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* 2023 NC FASTER ED visit data are provisional and subject to change, data as of 9/22/2023,; . e s .
Source: NC DETECT ED visit data, 2021-2023", Firearm Injury - All Intents CDC V2 on nonfatal firearm injury ED visits are available
Analysis by the DPH Injury Epidemiology, Surveillance, and Informatics Unit here on the NC DETECT website.
NC Injury and Violence Prevention Branch Resources State Resources & Partners
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/safestorage/index.htm NC Office of Violence Prevention

https://www.ncsafe.org
NC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
https://www.ocme.dhhs.nc.gov/

NC Division of Child and Family Wellbeing
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/division-child-and-family-well-being

https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/preventionResources/Suicide.htm

National Resources
The Suicide Prevention Resource Center: http://www.sprc.org/

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention: https://afsp.org/
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